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HarleyJs influence with the Queen, there is not the smallest doubt that she acted entirely on her own opinion. But the importance attached by them to these appointments, and their unconcealed anger, reveals the true nature of the contest. The Junto were determined to obtain the government of the country, and to gain complete mastery over Anne, regardless alike of her feelings and her situation. The little knowledge of human nature shown by the Junto, by Marlborough, and by Godolphin at this crisis, is surprising. It was to the conspicuous absence of kindness and common sense in their relations with the Queen on the part of his opponents that to some extent the success of Harley in 1710 was due. But now Marlborough and Godolphin, having capitulated to the Junto, any person who advised the Queen contrary to their wishes or interests, was necessarily opposing both the Minister and the Com-mander-in-Chief. That Harley was endeavouring at this time to supplant Godolphin as Lord Treasurer there is no satisfactory evidence, and it is certain that he had no intention of superseding Marlborough. As Secretary of State, Harley held a high and laborious office. He was not a man of burning ambition, and he might with reason look forward to still higher honours in the normal course of a tranquil official career. He would have been content had Godolphin remained in office, relying
